The Gimlet Association’s Honorary Regimental Sergeant Major James C. Trepoy (CSM USA RET) passed away Thursday morning October 7, 2010 in Salina, Kansas. Jim was 89 years old and an original member of the Gimlet, 21st Infantry, Regimental Association. He will be buried in the Fort Riley Cemetery. 

The retired Command Sergeant Major served two assignments with Gimlet Battalions: 1SG B 1-21 IN (Mech) 25th ID, Hawaii 61 – 64 and CSM 3-21 IN (Light), 196th Light Infantry Brigade, Vietnam 68 – 69.

Jim as the retired CSM was known to his close friends entered the Army 17 September 1942 as a draftee. He served over 26 years retiring as a Command Sergeant Major on 1 August 1970. He had 50 months time in grade as a pay grade E-9 when he retired. During those 26 years CSM Trepoy served proudly with great distinction and honor. CSM Trepoy was nominated to be a Distinguished Member of 3rd Infantry Regiment (Old Guard) September 2002. Jim was also an Atomic Veteran, participating in Operation Upshot-Knothole in Nevada.
After completion of Basic Combat Training Trepoy was assigned as a squad leader with the 217th Quartermaster Salvage and Repair which landed in Australia and marched through New Guinea, the Dutch East Indies, Philippines and Japan during World War II. CSM Trepoy would see combat action again as a 1SG with the Korean Military Advisory Group (KMAG) in the 3rd ROK Corps at the end of the Korean War. Once again he would see combat from June 68 to June 69 as the CSM 3rd Battalion 21st Infantry (Light), 196th Light Infantry Brigade during the Vietnam War. CSM Trepoy also served as 1SG B 1-21 IN (Mech), 25th Infantry Division in Hawaii from May 61 to June 64.
Of his many assignments in the service most memorable were consecutive assignments as First Sergeant and Sergeant Major 3rd Infantry Regiment (The Old Guard) in Washington, D.C., participating in the inaugurations of both President Eisenhower and President Kennedy, and the numerous ceremonies honoring the leaders of our nation, visiting heads of state and other dignitaries at the nation’s capital. 
From January 1956 until June 1957 CSM Trepoy served as Sergeant Major of 2nd Battalion, 3rd Infantry (The Old Guard), Fort McNair, Washington, D.C. He then became 1SG Company A 1st Battle Group, 3rd Infantry (The Old Guard) until March 1961. During this time with The Old Guard CSM Trepoy was presented the Army Commendation Medal (First Oak Leaf Cluster) for meritorious service consecutive assignments as First Sergeant and Sergeant Major.
The outstanding devotion to duty demonstrated by CSM Trepoy along with his enthusiasm, willingness and dependability were an inspiration to all personnel who served with him, reflecting great credit on himself and the military service. 
During his 26 plus years of military service CSM Trepoy was recognized with letters of Appreciation and Commendation as well as awards and decorations from every unit he served with throughout his Army career. CSM Trepoy received the following awards and decorations: two Bronze Star Medals, one for Valor and one for Meritorious Service, the Air Medal with four (4) Oak Leaf Clusters, three (3) Army Commendation Medals, Good Conduct Medals, National Defense Service Medal, 6th award American Defense Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Medal with one (1) Oak Leaf Cluster, World War II Victory Medal, Philippine Liberation Ribbon, Korean Service Medal, UN Korean Service, Vietnam Service Medal with three (3) Bronze Stars, Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry, Vietnam Commendation with device, Combat Infantry Badge with Star and Expert Infantry Badge.
Jim Trepoy was an Atomic Veteran:

An estimated group of more than 200,000 former soldiers were witnesses to above-ground and undersea atomic tests conducted between 1945 and 1963. Nicknamed “atomic veterans,” the soldiers were part of the testing because various governments wanted to see if troops could operate on battlefields contaminated by radiation from nuclear bombs. In 1990, Congress passed the Radiation Exposure Compensation Act, offering veterans who took part in the tests a payment of $75,000 each. Payments of $100,000 were offered to miners employed in above-ground or underground uranium mines scattered across the western U.S. Those working downwind of the Nevada test site were offered payments of $50,000. “They’re called atomic veterans, but they should be called, atomic guinea pigs,” Canadian lawyer Tony Merchant said recently. Merchant represents a group of Canadian veterans who filed a class-action lawsuit in February 09 seeking compensation from Canada’s government for their radiation exposure and resulting ailments. Many of the U.S. atomic veterans have a taxing list of infirmities ranging from degenerative arthritis to coronary artery bypass, diabetes and lymphoma (cancer of the lymph nodes). Lymphoma is one of 16 cancers the government presumes to be military service-connected if a veteran participated in a radiation-risk activity.  

One such activity was Operation Upshot-Knothole in Nevada.  It used two infantry battalions of volunteers to participate in one of 11 blasts. Soldiers were required to have security clearances, and no cameras were allowed. For the test, troops were dressed in routine basic-issue uniforms and leather gloves. They were positioned in a trench 1½ miles from the blast site as part of the tests. The soldiers were told to stand with their shoulders against the trench wall, cover their eyes with their arms and hands and not to look up. They were told that there would be two explosions for comparison, the first with 2,700 pounds of dynamite and the second would be the nuclear device. 

James C. Trepoy, of Salina, Kansa, was a veteran of the aforementioned test and one of the recipients of a $75,000 payment. He recounted on the second blast he heard the countdown, and then the bomb went off. “To this day I never heard the noise (of the explosion),” he said. But he felt the heat of the blast, and looking down at his hands he could see his bones. The blast at 4:30 a.m. produced a bright light and the ground shook. Sand blasted over the troops’ heads and the desert suddenly got hot, as if someone had opened an oven.  

The soldiers were allowed to leave the trench after the detonation to watch the mushroom cloud forming. “The cloud formed two separate caps, reaching as high as eight miles into the atmosphere,” Trepoy said. The soldiers were told to advance toward ground zero.  Along the way they came across a pit where six live sheep had been positioned. The wool on the sides of the sheep facing the blast was charred. “We were told the sheep would be all right, but I swear we had mutton about two days later,” Trepoy said. He said that the troops were stopped about a half-mile from ground zero and told to turn back because the radiation was too high. “When we got back to the base camp, we all took showers and threw our clothes in the trash. Then we went back to town,” Trepoy said.  The bomb, equal to a 43-kiloton explosion, shattered windows of vehicles eight miles away and cracked windows in Las Vegas 60 miles away. Fifty kilotons is roughly equivalent to 50,000 tons of TNT. In his memory, the sand that Trepoy saw coming out the trench after the atomic blast is still melted. The glass from the shattered vehicle windows still scrunches under his feet. The sheep with the charred wool bleat with fear.

Today, the largest group of atomic veteran survivors is the National Association of Atomic Veterans (NAAV), and Gary Thornton is a member and former commander of the state chapter. The 225,000 military personnel involved with testing between 1945 and 1963 weren’t even authorized to speak about their experiences, as the information about their service remained classified until 1996, he said. The NAAV Web site states there are now as many as 195,000 atomic veterans left across America who either don’t know that their oath of secrecy about their service has been rescinded, or are not aware of the potential monetary benefits due them for their radiation-induced illnesses. Most of the surviving atomic veterans have long ago given up on seeing any medical or financial compensation for their service-related injuries, Thornton said.

[My opinion: I believe all military personnel that participated in atomic testing deserve the Purple Heart and at least one decoration for valor or maybe a Presidential Citation for participating in the atomic testing program. Every one of these men was a true American hero.]
